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6 EDITORIAL

8 PERSONALITY

His back broken in a helicopter
crash, Medal of Honor winner
Fred Zabitosky risked his life to

rescue the crew.

By Dr. Kent Delong

10 ARSENAL

Republic Aircraft’s F-105
Thunderbird, better known as the
“Thud,” was the Air Force's
warhorse in Vietnam.

By John D. Cugini

12 FIGHTING FORCES
The U.S. Navy patrol vessels of
Task Forces 115, 116 and 117
played a key role in the war.

By Alan L. “Buz” Lowe

50 REVIEWS

After 30 years of propaganda about
the “heroic people’s army,” two
NVA soldiers tell what it was really
like in the Communist ranks.

By Larry Engelmann

58 PERSPECTIVES

Lessons learned in the savage bat-
tles of the 1972 Eastertide Offen-
sive were to pay off at the Battle of

Khafji almost two decades later.
By Al Saneoli

65 VIETNAM
MARKETPLACE

18 THE STORY BEHIND THE

McNAMARA LINE
By Peter W. Brush

Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara deluded himself
in thinking that North Vietnamese infiltration could be

stopped with electronic wizardry.

26 AN ENGINEER'S MEKONG

DELTA MEMOIR
By Charles Grubb

What with mines and mortars and booby traps, war was still
hell, even at a Mekong Delta “rear echelon” construction site.

34 SWIFT BOATS IN OPERATION

MARKET TIME
As told by Raul Herrera

Before 1965, 70 percent of enemy supplies were being infiltrated
by sea. But Operation Market Time cut that flow to a trickle.

42 FLYING THE SEA KNIGHT

By Michael W. Sasser

“You came swooping out of the sky like an angel of
death....You could see the enemy...you could

even make out their faces.”

o
&
o
a
w
!
o
w
@
(=3
&

ABOVE: Moving out on
patrol near the Demilitarized
Zone, U.S. Marines board a
Boeing-Vertol CH-46A Sea
Knight of Marine Medium
Helicopter Squadron 164 at
Khe Sanh in October 1966
(stories, P 18 and P. 42).

COVER: Coming under
ambush from Viet Cong in
the Mekong Delta, American
and South Vietnamese
crewmen of a PBR (patrol
boat, river) return fire during
a typical action in the course
of Operation Market Time
(stories, . 12 and P. 34).
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