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6 EDITORIAL
8 FIGHTING FORCES

“Vietnamization” was the
mission, and ACTOV was
the U.S. Navy's solution.
By R. Blake Dunnavent

10 ARSENAL

The Coast Guard’s piggy-
back mortar/machine-gun
combination proved its
worth in Vietnam.

By William R. Wells, II

12 PERSONALITY

Fong Nguyen believes a series
of miracles brought him safely
from Saigon to San Antonio.

By Arthur Santana

50 REVIEWS

The Vietnam War was lost
in Washingron, D.C., even
before it started.

By Colonel H.G. Summers, Jr.

58 PERSPECTIVES

The North Vietnamese Army

failed to capitalize on the

vulnerability of Khe Sanh's

water supply.

By Peter Brush

63 VIETNAM
MARKETPLACE

18 SHEDDING NEW LIGHT ON
THE GULF OF TONKIN INCIDENT
By Caprain Ronnie E. Ford, U.S. Army

With fresh evidence now available, claims that the Gulf of
Tonkin incident was deliberately provoked gain new plausibility.

26 BIG GUNS OF CAMP CARROLL
By Peter Brush

U.S. strategy for the defense of the DMZ called for
interlocking bands of artillery fire, and the firebase at
Camp Carroll was the linchpin.

34 MUTUAL SURPRISE AT
AN NINH
By Colonel Thomas E. Faley, Jr., U.S. Army (vet.)

Outmanned and outgunned, the 101st Airborne
paratroopers were fighting for their lives.

42 REFLECTIONS ON A LOST WAR
As told by Maj. Gen. John E. Mwrray, U.S. Army (ret.)

“Twenty years ago [ wanted a rematch,” says General John
Murray. “But now I look at America’s involvement as a
re-engagement in the interest of freedom.”

US COAST GUARD

Above: Mounted on U.S. Coast
Guard patrol boats such as
Point Hudson, the dual purpose
81mm martar/.50-caliber
machine gun was used to
illuminate and hunt down
enemy vessels (story, P. 10).

Cover: U.S. Marines on a
search-and-destroy mission
along the Demilitarized Zone
between Camp Carroll and
Khe Sanh fire a 3.5-inch rocket
launcher at a suspected enemy
position in 1968, Camp Carroll
was a crucial link in a network
of firebases constructed close to
the border between North and
South Vietnam (story, P. 26).
Cover: U.S. Marine Corps
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